
 
 

Topics for the week: 
 

Ohio Asthma Coalition News: 

 The Ohio Asthma Coalition meets Friday, June 4. 

 Akron Children’s Hospital recruits for Camp Wonderlung 

 Northwest Ohio Asthma Coalition set dates for year 

 Ohio bill establishes medical home training centers 
 

Anything Asthma: 

 Study: Asthma risk more than triples in very obese people 

 Report: Most emergency department patients are insured 
 

Health Disparities: 

 Medical schools recruit to add more physician diversity 

 Report says 22% of U.S. children live in poverty 

 HHS panel considers using HIT to reduce patient care disparities 

 Medical home demo project creates Web tools for practices 

 St. Louis clinics increase cultural awareness with multilingual signs 
 

Health Reform Issues: 
 RWJF Health Affairs Focuses on Road to Reform 

 Florida hospitals embrace culture to improve care 

 RWJF and Pew Award Six Grants to Examine the Impact of Policy on People's Health 

 Making Coverage More Affordable for America’s Seniors  

 Temporary high-risk insurance pools to operate in 29 states, D.C. 

 House delays Medicare reimbursement cuts through 2011 

 Community clinics benefit from hospital partnerships 
 
Vaccinations and Flu: 

 Study finds vaccines don't hurt children's mental skills 

 Study assesses people's perceptions of pandemic, vaccine 

 Study: GSK's adjuvanted H1N1 vaccine boosts response in children 

 Experimental vaccine can protect against multiple flu strains 
 

Quality care: 

 Primary care should focus on adding value for patients 

 Firms plan to expand wellness programs, survey shows 

 Insurer group tells hospitals to improve quality of care 

 Health insurers have a role in hospital care transition 

 Doctors need to track prescription adherence 

 Health systems boost efficiency using lean principles 

 Louisville 911 program routes low-priority calls to nurses 

 Report: Most health groups plan to hire HIT consultants 
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 Report: Best practices, standards are not common in EHRs 

 Report: Many facilities risk not qualifying for EMR reimbursements 

 Group: New data disclosure rules may discourage EMR adoption 

 Hospitals, doctors call EHR meaningful use requirements "unrealistic" 

 Federal privacy group recommends HIE encryption 

 CMS, VA Web portals to feature patient health data download button 

 Report highlights health plan quality improvement initiatives  

 Health care begins at work, not at the doctor's office 

 Consult A Doctor takes house calls up a tech notch 

 Higher readmissions negate savings from shorter hospital stays 

 Pa. health groups tackle hospital readmission rates 

 Firms say workplace is important in improving employee health 

 More U.S. companies reward employees for getting healthier 

Tobacco Issues: 
 Public Smoking Bans Effective for Youth  

 Cigarette Packs Get Colorful for 'Light' Label Ban  

 Smoke-free laws benefit young people, study finds 

 Nationwide smoking ban would reduce heart attacks by 11% 
 
Climate Changes: 

 APHA Invites You to a Webinar Series on “Climate Change:  Mastering the Public Health Role” 
 
OHIO ASTHMA COALITION NEWS: 
The Ohio Asthma Coalition met at Akron Children’s Hospital for its June 4 meeting last Friday.  Presentations 
included: 

 Leah Jenson, JD – Medical Legal Partnerships 

 Tonya Winders – Allergy and Asthma – management in the primary care setting 

 Kim Spoonhower, MD – to presentations 
o Akron Children’s Inpatient Asthma Pathway 
o Chapter Quality Network (CQN)  Asthma Pilot Project 

***All presentations and resource materials can be found at www.ohioasthmacoalition.org  
 
The coalition would like to thank Joann Bedore, RN, BSPA, AE-C, TTS, Asthma Nurse Clinician and Marilyn Walton, 
MHHS, RRT, AE-C, RPSGT, Asthma Program Education Coordinator, for hosting and setting up the meeting.  We 
appreciate their hard work in this effort.   
 
Akron Children’s Hospital recruits for Camp Wonderlung 
Akron Children’s Hospital proudly announces Camp WonderLung’s 24th year.  
Camp WonderLung is a weekend experience that includes many fun activities and asthma education.  Camp is for 
children with asthma ages 6 - 12 years. Any child with respiratory failure who required ventilator assistance in the 
past year is not eligible to attend.  The camp will be held at Camp Y-Noah in Clinton, Ohio, August 13 - 15, 2010. 
The total fee is $70 per camper. Financial aid is available. Registration deadline is Friday, June 25, 2010.  Any 
questions, please call Jo Ann Bedore, Asthma Nurse in the Robert T. Stone, M.D., Respiratory Center at 330-543-
8585. 

Northwest Ohio Asthma Coalition set dates for year 
The next meeting of the Northwest Ohio Asthma Coalition will be June 14, 2010 meeting at 12 noon at Mercy 
Children's Hospital, Administrative Conference Room, and Suite 1100.  Please feel free to bring a brown bag lunch.  
The rest of the meetings for the year will be on the second Mondays of the month, 12 noon to 1:30 pm.  Meetings 
are held in the Mercy Children's Hospital Administration Conference Room (big conference room). 
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The primary topic for discussion is planning a Strike-Out Asthma event.  We've received a grant from Phadia for the 
project and have scheduled the event for August, so there is a lot to be done.  The rest of the agenda is below.  
 
If you would like to attend this meeting by teleconference, dial in to 866-525-0016, and follow the prompts. The 
teleconference meeting room number is *1441313* (The *'s are part of the number. Don't forget them.) 
 
Please feel free to call Julie Majo or e-mail her at Julie_Majo@mhsnr.org  if you need more information, or would 
like to add anyone to the contact list. Julie’s number is (419) 251-8014. 
 
Ohio News  
 
Ohio bill establishes medical home training centers 
A bill that would designate 44 existing practices as centers for training providers in the medical home model has 
cleared the Ohio Senate and House and heads to the governor's office for signing. "Technology is absolutely critical 
as to whether the medical home works or not and medical students and physicians are going to need to learn how 
to make the best use of the technology moving forward," one of the bill's co-sponsors said. Government Health IT 

ANYTHING ASTHMA: 
 
Study: Asthma risk more than triples in very obese people 
A study of 4,500 men and women found that people who were the most obese were more than three times more 
likely to have asthma compared with normal-weight peers. The reason for the connection is not clear, researchers 
said. Reuters (5/31) 
 
Report: Most emergency department patients are insured 
Researchers examined data from two national surveys in 2007 and found that most of the people who sought 
treatment at emergency departments that year had health insurance. They also found that about one out of five 
people in the U.S. visited an ED within a 12-month period, and that only 10% of ED visits that year were for 
nonemergency cases. Reuters (5/19 
 
 
HEALTH DISPARITIES: 
 
Medical schools recruit to add more physician diversity 
Medical schools are reaching out to nontraditional students in an effort to diversify the ranks of America's 
physicians and improve care for a more diverse patient pool. Schools are targeting high school students from 
underrepresented minorities and disadvantaged areas before they graduate to expose them to health care careers 
and help them succeed academically. The Washington Post (6/8) 
 
Report says 22% of U.S. children live in poverty 
An analysis from the Foundation for Child Development shows 22% of children in the U.S. will live in poverty this 
year, the highest rate in two decades. AAP President Dr. Judith Palfrey said family poverty increases risks for 
children -- including low birth weight, premature delivery, learning problems, asthma and other health problems -- 
and can have consequences that last for many years. USA TODAY (6/8) 
 
HHS panel considers using HIT to reduce patient care disparities 
A recent Health IT Policy Committee meeting focused on identifying ways to leverage health information 
technology to reduce disparities in patient care based on race, language and ethnicity. The group said the proposed 
meaningful use requirements calling for data collection in these areas could help providers to improve health 
outcomes for underserved populations, which may be used as a quality measure to qualify for meaningful use 
incentive payments. Government Health IT (6/7) 
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Medical home demo project creates Web tools for practices 
A demonstration project to test the feasibility of the patient-centered medical home model has led to the 
development of new Web tools designed to help practices implement this care model. These include The Medical 
Home Implementation Quotient, which practices can use to monitor their progress in obtaining medical home 
certification, and the Delta-Exchange, which allows providers to interact with their peers. Healthcare IT News (6/7) 
 
St. Louis clinics increase cultural awareness with multilingual signs 
Family Health Care Centers in St. Louis installed multilingual signs in three languages, as well as English, to help 
direct non-English-speaking patients and visitors. The increased cultural awareness aligns with the diversity of staff 
coming in from other countries who help teach physicians and others about barriers to care and different customs. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (6/10) 
 
 
HEALTH REFORM ISSUES 
 
RWJF Health Affairs Focuses on Road to Reform 
June Issue Features Commentary from Risa Lavizzo-Mourey and RWJF-Supported Research on Improved Access, 
Quality and Workforce Issues 
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 offers significant opportunities for more Americans to 
receive high-quality, affordable care, although implementing the law will be challenging. According to a new Health 
Affairs commentary from Robert Wood Johnson Foundation President and CEO Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, M.D., M.B.A., 
there are promising signs that—despite the formidable challenges of implementation—the nation appears ready to 
take advantage of these opportunities by building on promising health care initiatives currently underway in many 
states and counties across the country. She concludes that the lack of specificity in some of the law’s provisions 
may be beneficial, because it allows regions that are already working on reform-related activities to be flexible in 
continuing their tailored methods to improve care.  
 
In addition to Lavizzo-Mourey’s commentary, the June edition of Health Affairs also includes several articles that 
feature research and analysis supported by the Foundation’s Coverage, Human Capital and Quality/Equality teams. 
Read: 

 Viewpoint: Communities’ Readiness To Commit To High-Quality Care  
Risa Lavizzo-Mourey 

 Saving Billions Of Dollars—And Physicians' Time—By Streamlining Billing Practices 
Bonnie B. Blanchfield, James L. Heffernan, Bradford Osgood, Rosemary R. Sheehan and Gregg S. Meyer 

 Health Reform In Massachusetts Cut The Uninsurance Rate Among Children In Half 
Genevieve M. Kenney, Sharon K. Long and Adela Luque 

 Sustaining Health Reform In A Recession: An Update On Massachusetts As Of Fall 2009 
Sharon K. Long and Karen Stockley 

 Could We Have Covered More People At Less Cost? Technically, Yes; Politically, Probably Not 
Elizabeth A. McGlynn, Amado Cordova, Jeffrey Wasserman and Federico Girosi 

Presidents And Health Reform: From Franklin D. Roosevelt To Barack Obama 
James A. Morone 
 
Florida hospitals embrace culture to improve care 
Florida hospitals are using culture-based programs to better serve patients of different ethnic and racial 
backgrounds. Orlando Health has a "cultural toolkit," Florida Hospital uses its "Guide to Religion and Culture," and 
several facilities are bridging interpreter services with cultural understanding to improve delivery and quality of 
care. Orlando Sentinel (Fla.) (5/24 
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RWJF and Pew Award Six Grants to Examine the Impact of Policy on People's Health 
The Health Impact Project, a collaboration of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable 
Trusts, has announced more than $1 million in grants to six projects that will conduct health impact assessments at 
the state and local levels.  
 
A health impact assessment (HIA) is a powerful tool that helps policy-makers understand how a proposed project or 
policy could affect the well-being of the people in a community. The information provided by an HIA enables policy-
makers to weigh the pros and cons of their decisions and put in place practical strategies that minimize adverse 
health effects and maximize potential benefits.  
 
The six projects—in California, Georgia, Hawaii, Minnesota, New Hampshire and Texas—are at the forefront of a 
burgeoning movement in the United States to ensure health is considered in sectors that do not traditionally factor 
it into their decision-making. The HIAs will analyze the likely health effects of pending decisions, such as budget 
modifications being considered by a state legislature, transportation plans for the construction of a light-rail system 
and a land-use proposal to redevelop an abandoned factory site.  
 
“Many of the biggest decisions that impact our well-being are made outside of the health and health care sectors,” 
said Michelle A. Larkin, J.D., M.S., R.N., senior program officer at the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. “By 
enabling leaders in these sectors to factor health considerations into their decision making, we can help stem the 
rising tide of chronic disease and create safer, healthier communities.” 
 Read more about the six new Health Impact Project grantees. 

Making Coverage More Affordable for America’s Seniors  
by Peter Budetti, Deputy Administrator for Program Integrity, CMS | Posted June 07, 2010  
As part of the Affordable Care Act, in the coming weeks, many Medicare recipients across the country will begin 
receiving a tax-free $250 rebate check to help pay for prescription drug costs. This important benefit is a first step 
toward closing the Medicare “donut hole” and making coverage more affordable for Seniors.    
Read more...  

 
Temporary high-risk insurance pools to operate in 29 states, D.C. 
Washington, D.C., and 29 states have agreed to participate in a $5 billion program that calls for them to run 
temporary high-risk insurance pools for uninsured Americans with pre-existing health conditions. The HHS said it 
will operate the high-risk pools in 19 states that have decided against participating in the program, which is part of 
the health reform law. Modern Healthcare (free registration) (5/21) 
 
House delays Medicare reimbursement cuts through 2011 
The U.S. House of Representatives on Friday passed a bill that would delay a 21% Medicare reimbursement cut to 
physicians until the end of 2011. Reimbursement cuts were slated to take effect today, and though the Senate is in 
recess for a week, CMS told doctors groups it will hold claims for 10 days to allow for Senate passage of the 
measure. The $23 billion provision also would include increasing payment rates by 2.2% next month and an 
additional 1% in January. DOTMed.com (5/31), Google/The Associated Press (5/29) 
 
Community clinics benefit from hospital partnerships 
A Commonwealth Fund study found patients at community-based health centers were more likely to get off-site 
diagnostic tests and follow-up care if the clinic partnered with a hospital. Data from 795 centers showed they 
provide timely on-site access to care, but patients may have trouble getting specialist care or information if there is 
no link to a hospital. Modern Healthcare (free registration) (5/27) 
 
VACCINATIONS AND FLU: 
 
Study finds vaccines don't hurt children's mental skills 
Children who received the necessary vaccines in their first year of life or as toddlers scored higher on 15 out of 42 
psychological tests of IQ, memory, attention and language compared with those who only received a few shots, a 
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study showed. Doctors who conducted the research said that the findings should allay parents' fears that multiple 
vaccinations could be harmful for their children's cognitive skills. Reuters (5/24) 
 
Study assesses people's perceptions of pandemic, vaccine 
A study of 20 U.S. opinion polls conducted during the H1N1 flu pandemic found that a significant portion of those 
surveyed who did not get the vaccine didn't think the flu was dangerous or were concerned about the vaccine's 
safety. Still, almost 90% of adults said they thought the H1N1 vaccine was "safe" or "very safe." The Wall Street 
Journal/Health Blog (5/19 
 
Study: GSK's adjuvanted H1N1 vaccine boosts response in children 
U.K. researchers found that GlaxoSmithKline's H1N1 flu vaccine Pandemrix, which contains the adjuvant AS03, 
elicited a higher immune response in children, particularly those younger than 3, compared with those who 
received Baxter International's Celvapan. "This data is reassuring for countries such as the U.S. which haven't 
approved the use of adjuvants for influenza vaccines," one of the researchers said. Reuters (5/27) 
 
Experimental vaccine can protect against multiple flu strains 
A vaccine using a "headless" version of a flu virus was able to protect mice against multiple flu strains, according to 
a study. If further studies are able to prove that the vaccine works the same way in people, it could serve as a 
universal flu vaccine someday, the researchers said. Reuters (5/25) 
 
QUALITY CARE 
 
Primary care should focus on adding value for patients 
Primary care physicians need to think about redesigning their practices not around a payment system but around 
ways to add value for their patients, Dr. Richard Baron, author of two recent papers on primary care and the 
medical home model, told The New York Times. "It's going to be a different kind of primary care in the future. If we 
free ourselves to ask what we can do to make a difference for patients, I think we will find ourselves full of ideas," 
he said. The New York Times (free registration) (5/13) 
 
Firms plan to expand wellness programs, survey shows 
A survey of 1,300 businesses found 60% were likely or very likely to create or expand wellness programs as a result 
of increased financial incentive provisions for wellness in the new health reform law. The data also showed 52% of 
companies are educating employees about how the law affects their benefits. Business Insurance (5/24) 
 
Insurer group tells hospitals to improve quality of care 
The Health Services Coalition, made up of 24 self-funded insurance plans, told 13 acute-care hospitals in the Las 
Vegas area to improve their quality of care or risk losing their business. The coalition also wants to change the 
payment system to reimburse hospitals based on quality of care and patient outcomes. Las Vegas Sun/The 
Associated Press (5/23) 
 
Health insurers have a role in hospital care transition 
When insurers and hospitals find ways to work together, the quality and cost improvements they achieve can be 
significant, experts say. For example, Aetna has a program that combines case management and home care, 
coordinated by advanced practice nurses who visit hospital patients before discharge to teach them what to expect 
when they get home. Managed Healthcare Executive (6/1) 
 
Doctors need to track prescription adherence 
Providers should leverage electronic medical records systems to track and improve medication adherence, 
including whether prescriptions are filled, says Dr. Michael Fischer, a Harvard Medical School professor. "But the 
great challenge for all of us is figuring out how to design and integrate a model of care that works best for the 
patients and lets the doctors do what is really important," he said. The New York Times (free registration) (5/20)  
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Health systems boost efficiency using lean principles 
Health care systems in Wisconsin are adopting lean principles used in manufacturing to become more efficient and 
productive. Children's Hospital and Health System in Milwaukee increased productivity 25% and reduced wait times 
by 70%. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (5/29) 
 
Louisville 911 program routes low-priority calls to nurses 
Louisville Metro Emergency Medical Services screens low-priority calls and sends them to a nurse or nurse 
practitioner, who helps people figure out the most appropriate care. Only emergency systems in Louisville, Ky., and 
Richmond, Va., have fully implemented the program, which is designed to reduce ambulance runs and hospital 
emergency department use by nonemergency patients.   USA TODAY (6/1) 

 
Report: Most health groups plan to hire HIT consultants 
A KLAS report found that about 70% of health care organizations are considering hiring a professional services firm 
to help them meet meaningful use goals, with CSC topping the list of their choices. The report author said that "the 
health care IT professional services landscape has changed dramatically in the last three years," with most big 
hospitals now choosing "more targeted engagements with smaller budgets." Healthcare IT News (5/18) 
 
Report: Best practices, standards are not common in EHRs 
An Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality report found that many electronic health record systems lack 
standards and best practices relating to health care use and that vendors find usability assessments to be costly 
and time-consuming to apply during the product development phase. AHRQ recommendations include supporting 
an independent body to devise standards and developing EHR deployment customization best practices. 
InformationWeek (5/28) 
 
Report: Many facilities risk not qualifying for EMR reimbursements 
A HIMSS Analytics report suggests that between 30% and 40% of U.S. hospitals could be at risk operationally and 
financially for not meeting the meaningful use requirements for electronic medical record adoption, while more 
than 50% of clinics could face the same hurdle despite assistance from regional extension centers. The report 
underscores the digital divide between bigger hospitals and small rural health centers, a HIMSS official says. 
Modern Healthcare (free registration) (5/21) 
 
Group: New data disclosure rules may discourage EMR adoption 
The Medical Group Management Association has aired its concerns about a new HIPAA provision, saying it may 
deter doctors from adopting electronic medical records. The mandate -- which requires health care groups to 
monitor all patient data disclosures, including treatments and payments -- negates "the nation's efforts to improve 
patient care and reduce waste and inefficiency through administrative simplification and adoption of electronic 
health records," the group said. HealthLeaders Media (5/20) 
 
Hospitals, doctors call EHR meaningful use requirements "unrealistic" 
Hospital executives and doctors say that while electronic health records may improve patient care, the criteria for 
demonstrating meaningful use to qualify for incentives are "unrealistic," even for hospitals that are considered 
leaders in EHR adoption. "Even as an early adopter of this technology, we find ourselves struggling to meet the 
federal standards," said the president of the Bronx, N.Y.-based Montefiore Medical Center. The New York Times 
(free registration) (6/7) 
 
Federal privacy group recommends HIE encryption 
A Health IT Policy Committee work group is proposing to require providers to encrypt patient data, even in a direct 
health information exchange. Strong security policies, such as encryption requirements, would eliminate the need 
for "any additional individual consent beyond what is already required by current law," a panel co-chairman said. 
Government Health IT (5/24) 
 
CMS, VA Web portals to feature patient health data download button 
HHS Chief Technology Officer Todd Park said CMS and the Department of Veterans Affairs are collaborating on a 
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project to add to their online patient portals a "blue button" designed to allow veterans and Medicare recipients to 
download their health data into any electronic media they choose. The blue button will be available on the portals 
in the fall, he said. Government Health IT (6/8) 
 
Report highlights health plan quality improvement initiatives  
AHIP's report, "Health Insurance Plans Making a Difference: Driving Quality Improvement and Accountability," 
features data highlights from a recent survey on health insurance plan initiatives to improve quality of care, patient 
safetyand health care equity and to reduce costs to the health care system. The survey represents commercial and 
Medicare Advantage health plans covering more than 95,000,000 lives. 
 
Health care begins at work, not at the doctor's office 
Kaiser Permanente's Dr. Preston Maring says health care does not start at the doctor, but at work, where focusing 
on wellness is good for employees and for business. He says an easy way for employers to help workers live 
healthier is to give them access to good food on the job and offer fun ways to use fresh fruits and vegetables. Smart 
Business (6/2010) 
 
Consult A Doctor takes house calls up a tech notch 
Physician house calls may be back in vogue, but entrepreneur Wolf Shlagman is using telehealth technology to take 
them a step farther. He co-founded the Miami-based Consult A Doctor, which gives patients 24/7 phone and e-mail 
access to physicians, which Shlagman believes will save money and help reduce unnecessary emergency 
department visits. Entrepreneur (6/2010) 
 
Higher readmissions negate savings from shorter hospital stays 
Savings reaped by hospitals from discharging patients after shorter stays were likely erased by higher costs from 
increased readmissions within a month of treatment, according to a study of Medicare patients with heart failure. 
The Yale University study also showed that over two decades, the mortality rates for heart failure patients declined 
during hospitalization but then increased after discharge. The Wall Street Journal (6/2) 
 
Pa. health groups tackle hospital readmission rates 
Southeastern Pennsylvania hospitals, doctors, nursing homes and other health care providers hope to reduce 
hospital readmission rates by 10% over 18 months through the "Preventing Avoidable Episodes Project." The 
initiative will include three work groups that will study the issue and recommend strategies for reducing 
readmissions and health care costs. American City Business Journals/Philadelphia (5/25) 
 
Firms say workplace is important in improving employee health 
More than 62% of 1,000 U.S. companies surveyed said the workplace has a leading role in developing a healthier 
workforce. A survey of almost 2,000 employees found about 75% said that they would adopt healthier lifestyle 
behaviors if their colleagues did and 60% said that they would adopt such behaviors if company executives led by 
example. United Press International (6/1) 
 
More U.S. companies reward employees for getting healthier 
At least a third of U.S. companies are either planning to or are already offering financial incentives to employees for 
losing weight or getting into wellness programs. OhioHealth, a hospital chain, has already paid more than $377,000 
to about 4,500 workers who signed on for a step-counting program that monitors walking through a pedometer. 
The Wall Street Journal/The Associated Press (6/2) 
 
Measuring Emergency Department (ED) Performance to Manage--and Succeed 
Webcast and Issue Brief from RWJF Urgent Matters Highlights Progress in Work to Develop ED Performance 
Measurement and Improve Operations 
In today’s increasingly strained health care environment, hospital emergency departments (EDs) provide a critical 
primary and emergency care safety net for virtually every American. Yet over the last decade, studies have deemed 
the country’s EDs to be at a breaking point—weighed down by crowding and poor patient flow as volumes have 
increased, while at the same time, capacity has decreased due to hospital ED closures. 
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Also released today is an Urgent Matters issue brief, the second of the initiative, which examines the large-scale 
potential impact of its success in the nascent field of ED performance benchmarks, improving consumer decision-
making and stimulating the sharing of quality improvement strategies that work. Their work shows that significant 
improvement of ED operations in institutions across the country has not only been possible but is becoming a 
reality—and that the possibilities for the future are endless. 

 Watch a webcast of the Urgent Matters policy forum. 
 Read the brief. 

 Learn more about Urgent Matters. 
As hospitals and EDs seek solutions, they are stymied by the lack of best practices and ED performance metrics that 
could give them the critical knowledge needed to better manage operations. To fill these gaps, hospitals 
participating in the recently completed Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s (RWJF) Urgent Matters Learning 
Network II initiative developed a library of proven patient flow best practices. Urgent Matters hospitals have also 
become the first-ever in the U.S. to field-test ED standard performance measures. 

 
To share their learnings with others, RWJF held an ED policy forum in Washington, D.C. on April 30, 2010 to discuss 
the program’s work and achievements. The morning’s discussions were moderated by Susan Dentzer, editor-in-
chief of Health Affairs, the nation's leading journal of health policy. The forum, now available via webcast, featured 
the perspectives and learnings of the participating hospitals, project leaders and a select group of nationally 
recognized leaders in emergency medicine invited to attend. 
 
 
TOBACCO ISSUES 

Public Smoking Bans Effective for Youth  
UPI (United Press International), 06/07/2010  
Children and teens who live in counties banning smoking in public places have much lower levels of a secondhand 
smoke biomarker, U.S. researchers found. Study leader Melanie Dove, who received her doctorate in 
environmental health at Harvard School of Public Health this year, said the team examined data from the 1999-
2006 National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey, a cross-sectional survey designed to monitor the health of 
the U.S. population. 

Cigarette Packs Get Colorful for 'Light' Label Ban  
Associated Press, Michael Felberbaum, 06/04/2010  
"Light" cigarettes are going up in smoke by the end of June, but their names and packaging are getting a colorful 
makeover. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration says cigarette packs no longer can feature names such as "light," 
"mild," "medium" or "low," which many smokers wrongly think are less harmful than "full-flavor" cigarettes. 

Smoke-free laws benefit young people, study finds 
A study of 11,486 nonsmoking children and adolescents showed that those who live in U.S. counties where public 
smoking is prohibited have much lower levels of cotinine, a biomarker of secondhand smoke, than those living in 
areas with no smoke-free laws. The findings demonstrate a similar relationship in young people not living not with 
a smoker in the home, according to one of the researchers. United Press International (6/7) 

Nationwide smoking ban would reduce heart attacks by 11% 
Researchers found that banning smoking from public places in every state would lower hospitalizations for heart 
attack cases in the U.S. by more than 18,000 during the first year of implementation. The ban also would save $92 
million in costs of caring for these patients, the researchers said. HealthDay News (5/20) 
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CLIMATE CHANGE: 
 

  American Public Health Association 
 

 

APHA Invites You to a Webinar Series on:  
"Climate Change: Mastering the Public Health Role" 

  Public health professionals are facing new challenges as the science linking climate change and human 
health risks continues to mount.  In fact, many U.S. communities as well as those abroad are already facing 
health, disease, and preparedness problems that a changing climate brings to the forefront.  Through a 
diversity of speakers and leading experts, this webinar series explores the impact of climate change on 
human health, the role public health does and should play in confronting climate change, the challenges of 
communicating such risks to the public, and much more.  

Join us for the sixth and final webinar in this year’s series.  This session will cover the policy outlook and 
public health perspective of climate change, the continuing role for the public health community in 
confronting the challenges of climate change, and what the future may hold.   

“Looking Ahead: Advancing the Public Health Response to Climate Change” 
June 30, 2010 

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 

Welcome and introductory remarks by APHA Executive Director Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP 
(Emeritus) 

Moderator: George Luber, PhD 
Associate Director for Global Climate Change, CDC, NCEH 

Presenter 1: Howard K. Koh, MD, MPH 
Assistant Secretary for Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Presenter 2: Gina McCarthy 
Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Participants must register to participate in this webinar.  Please click here to register.  

Please forward this invitation to other interested colleagues. We look forward to your participation on June 
30th.  If you are unable to view the live webcast, the presŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ !tI!Ωǎ Environmental 
Public Health section of the website.  An application is being submitted to award up to 1.0 Continuing 
Education Contact Hours (CECH) for certified health education specialists (CHES). SOPHE, including its 
chapters, is a designated multiple event provider of CECHs by the National Commission for Health Education 
Credentialing. **Fees apply for CHES credits    

  Brought to you by APHA and the following co-sponsors: NACCHO, SOPHE, ASTHO, CDC 

 
 
 
 

http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=u1OQXDsYTDmuNY1T9cTLSw..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=GxkE10k4XEIuc7NCE7xjYA..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=GxkE10k4XEIuc7NCE7xjYA..


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ohio Department of Health Asthma Program 

This newsletter was supported by Grant/Cooperative Agreement Number EH09-901- 1U59EH000511-01from 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not 

necessarily represent the official views of the CDC. 


